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FACULTY SENATE MINUTES FOR 20 October 2008 (Vol. XXXVII, No. 6) 
The 2008 – 2009 Faculty Senate minutes and other information are available on the Web at 
http://www.eiu.edu/~FacSen The Faculty Senate agenda is posted weekly on the Web, at McAfee Gymnasium 1102, 
and on the third-level bulletin board in Booth Library.  Note: These minutes are not a complete verbatim transcript of 
the Senate meeting. 
 
Call to Faculty:  Nominations for the Luis Clay Mendez Distinguished Service 
Award are due to Dr. Jonathan Coit no later than 4 PM on 29 October.  Information 
may be found at http://www.eiu.edu/~FacSen/pdf/mendez.pdf 
 
Call to Faculty:  The Apportionment Board, a Student Government board that 
distributes student fee monies to five fee-funded groups, is seeking a faculty 
volunteer to serve.  Meetings of the AB are typically scheduled for Thursday 
evenings at 7 PM in the Arcola/Tuscola Room.  Interested faculty should contact 
Dawn Van Gunten at dvangunten@eiu.edu to submit their names. 
 
I. Call to order by Chair John Pommier at 2:00 p.m. (Booth Library Conference Room) 
Present:  J. Best, A. Brownson, J. Coit, C. Dale, M. Fero, R. Hoberman, M.-L. Li, K. Padmaraju, J. Pommier, 
J. Russell, J. Stimac, D. Van Gunten, A. White, M. Worthington, C. Coon, and M. Martin.  Absent: J. 
Wallace. 
Guests: B. Lord (Provost and VPAA), M. Hanner (Dean, COS), J. Johnson (Dean, CAH), B. Burke (Athletic 
Director), G. Sterling (CAA Representative to Faculty Senate), J. Astrouski (Daily Eastern News reporter), 
and A. Prellberg (Daily Eastern News photographer). 
 
II. Approval of Minutes of 7 October. 
Approval of the Minutes of 7 October (Brownson / White) as corrected – Yes: Best, Brownson, Dale, Fero, 
Hoberman, Li, Padmaraju, Pommier, Russell, Stimac, Van Gunten, White, and Worthington.  Abstain: Coit. 
 
III. Announcements 
A. Senator Brownson reminded the senators that on Wednesday, 22 October, from 3:30 – 5 PM, the CAA Ad 
Hoc Committee on Cultural Diversity will be having an open meeting in the Charleston/Mattoon Room of the 
Student Union.  Senator Van Gunten, who is on the committee indicated that they will be discussing the 
current definition of cultural diversity with respect to courses and discuss the possible need or desire to 
modify the current requirement of 2 courses to 3 courses, as presented in a proposal presented to CAA last 
spring.  Senator Stimac asked if they will discuss the two definitions of cultural diversity currently used 
(found in the Undergraduate Catalog and also found in CAA agenda item 05-11, appendix C).  Senator Van 
Gunten stated that she understands that the catalog definition is used and added that when the proposal is 
taken under consideration by CAA after these meetings, there should be hard data to help in the decision 
making process. 
B. Chair Pommier reminded the senators that IBHE’s Public Agenda meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, 22 
October at 1 PM in the Charleston/Mattoon Room of the Student Union.  Provost Lord stated that as part of 
the IBHE’s master planning, they hired a consultant, National Center for Higher Educational Management 
Systems, who recommended that four goals be addressed: 1) Increase educational attainment to match best-
performing U.S. and world countries, 2) Ensure college affordability for students, families, and taxpayers, 3) 
Increase number of quality postsecondary credentials to meet demands of the economy, and 4) Better integrate 
Illinois' educational, research, and innovation assets to meet economic needs of the state and its regions. 
 
IV. Communications 
A. Email of 7 October from Jocelynn Phillips, re: EIU child care.  Chair Pommier stated that Child Care will be 
on the Faculty Senate’s agenda in 2 weeks. 
B. Email of 8 October from Michael Hoadley, re: CATS. 
 C. Email of 16 October from Marie Fero, re: Faculty Forum. 
D. Email of 20 October from Dagni Bredesen, re: cell phone usage. 
E. Email of 20 October from Henry Owen, re: cell phone usage. 
F. Email of 20 October from Jeffrey Stowell, re: cell phone usage. 
G. Memorandum of 21 October from Provost Lord, re: Emeriti Status.  Chair Pommier asked the senators to 
review the memorandum from Provost Lord and we would discuss it in 2 weeks.  The memorandum is 
attached at the end of these minutes. 
 
V. Old Business 
A. Committee Reports 
1. Executive Committee: Senator Brownson and Pommier reported that the Executive Committee met with 
President Perry and Provost Lord and discussed IGP 44, which has been discussed since some graduate 
students mistakenly believe they do not have to take final examinations. 
2. Nominations Committee:  Senator Van Gunten asked that faculty interested on serving on the 
Apportionment Board please contact her at dvangunten@eiu.edu.  None have yet volunteered.  Chair 
Pommier recommended that Senator Van Gunten contact the deans and ask that they contact chairs and 
faculty wishing to serve on the committee.  Senator Van Gunten (Russell) put forth Barbara Carlsward as 
the alternate for the Library Advisory Board.  The vote was a unanimous yes. 
3. Elections Committee: no report. 
4. Faculty – Student Relations Committee: Senator Fero spoke with Student Government and they are 
interested in participating in the Fall Faculty Forum.  Representative Coon will speak with Student 
Senate. 
5. Faculty – Staff Relations Committee:  no report. 
6. Faculty Forum Committee: Senator Padmaraju handed out (attached at the end of the minutes) her 
committee report which included a proposed structure for the forum.  Provost Lord added that he and 
Dean Irwin will begin discussion next Senate meeting on the forum’s topics of Integrative Learning.  
Provost Lord added that Dean Irwin’s PowerPoint on Integrative Learning is online 
(http://www.eiu.edu/~acaffair/IntegrativeLearning/).  Senator Padmaraju said that notices will go the 
University Newsletter, University Calendar, Daily Eastern News, and via email.  Chair Pommier stated 
that this faculty forum may lay the groundwork for the president’s goals and plans for the next five years.  
Senator Hoberman asked the Provost what funding sources might be available to help any outcomes from 
the forum.  Provost Lord replied that the forum is just the beginning of the conversations. 
7. Other Reports 
a. Provost’s Report:  The Provost said that the search committee for the Dean of the College of Arts and 
Humanities, chaired by Dean Hanner, met for the first time at 7 AM.  Advertisements will be placed 
shortly.  The search for the Vice President for Business Affairs is progressing well and candidates 
have started applying.  The Provost asked about any concerns the senators had with cell phone use in 
the classroom.  Senator Fero indicated that any statement on cell phone use should allow individual 
faculty variations.  Senator Coit reported that he does not have a stated policy, but that he does ask 
that students do not use them in the classroom.  Representative Martin asked in the modern fire 
alarms, capable of flashing light and voice messages could be used.  Provost Lord replied that the 
most modern alarms are not in every building.  He added that some buildings appear to have policies 
prohibiting cell phone usage, e.g., Blair Hall.  Senator Brownson indicated that she would bring up 
cell phone usage at the next Council of Illinois University Senates meeting she attends.  Mr. 
Prellberg stated that as a student he does not condone cell phone usage in the classroom and views 
those who do use their cell phones their as rude – to their fellow students and the instructor.  Senator 
Pommier noted that Jeff Stowell indicated that cell phones may be used in some personal response 
systems.  Senator Best added that some communities have cell use bans, but wondered if such a ban 
at school might be unlawful.  Senator Worthington expressed concern if faculty replied a select few 
students to have their cell phones on during class – are we placing too much on responsibility on 
those students.  Provost Lord thanked the Senate for the discussion and indicated that he would bring 
some type of proposal back to the Senate at a future date. 
b. Budget Transparency Committee: no report.   
c. Awards Committee:  Senator Russell reported that the Louis Clay Mendez Distinguished Service 
Award announcement is posted and that the deadline for the award nominations should be made be 
 29 October at 4 PM to Senator Jon Coit.  Information for the award may be found on the Faculty 
Senate’s home page (http://www.eiu.edu/~FacSen/pdf/mendez.pdf).  
d. Bylaws Committee:  no report. 
e. Senator Pommier indicated that the Council on University Planning and Budget (CUPB) will be 
reviewing the campus master plan.  This would be the first time it had been reviewed in nearly ten 
years. 
B. Chair Pommier informed the Senate of future agenda items. 
 
V. New Business 
A. Barbara Burke, Athletics Director.  Burke began by handing out the 2007 – 2008 Intercollegiate Athletics 
Annual Report (attached at end of the minutes), which was presented to the Board of Trustees at their 
September meeting.  Burke stated that Athletics is working on their strategic plan, which will focus on 
academics and community service.  Education is the primary goal for all of the faculty and staff in 
Athletics.  Strategies being used in order to be successful in academics include recruiting academically 
qualified individuals from high school, improving and expanding facilities used for education at Athletics, 
improving and keeping pace with technological changes, enhancing relationships with the various campus 
academic departments and programs, and making sure there is good communication with all academic 
departments and other division on campus.  Athletics job is made easier to some degree with the high 
standards set by Dr. Myles Brand and the NCAA for the Academic Progress Rates (APR) and Graduation 
Success Rate (GSR).  Athletics works extensively with the Intercollegiate Athletics Board (IAB), which 
reports monthly on the various teams and their progress in meeting academic goals.  Members on the IAB 
are representative of campus.  Athletics also emphasizes outreach efforts to the community and campus.  
For example, during freshman move-in, Athletics presented incoming students with the new iBlue t-shirts 
and took a class photograph in O’Brien Stadium in order to help integrate them into the EIU and athletics 
spirit.  Senator Pommier made note that all of the media guides for the various teams emphasized academic 
accomplishments first and foremost.  Senator Coit asked why some sports, notably football and men’s 
basketball, perform more poorly than others.  Burke responded that historically those two teams have 
needed improvement, but they have shown tremendous improvement since the new APR standards.  Senator 
Brownson asked about academic help provided to teams, or students, that may need it.  Burke replied that 
Athletics offers tutors, coaches check attendance, teams have strict attendance policies, and more attention 
is given to teams and students that need it.  Athletics currently has two full-time academic advisors, but that 
they do need to enhance their staff.  Some programs around the country have learning specialists to help and 
that is something they are looking into.  In response to a question from Senator Pommier, Burke hopes that 
the strategic plan will be ready, at least in draft form, by spring.  At that point they will be seeking 
comments from the campus and community.  Chair Pommier thanked Burke for the review and report.  
Burke stated that she appreciated meeting with Faculty Senate and appreciates all feedback from faculty, 
staff, and students. 
 
VI. Adjournment at 3:15 p.m. 
 
Future Agenda Items: Athletics, Faculty Benefits, Faculty Forum, Research, and Greening of Campus. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
John Paul Stimac 
 EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
 OFFICE OF THE PROVOST AND VICE PRESIDENT 
 FOR ACADEMIC AFFAIRS 
 
Blair M. Lord         Phone - 581-2121 
Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs    Email - Blord@eiu.edu 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:  John Pommier, Chair, Faculty Senate  
 
RE:  Emeriti Status 
 
DATE: October 21, 2008 
 
 
This is written as a follow up to the discussion that the Senate Executive Committee had recently with 
President Perry and me regarding the Emeriti Wall and the nature of emeriti status.  Both the President 
and I would be grateful if the Faculty Senate were to consider the following two issues. 
 
The first matter has to do with the criteria for inclusion on the wall in the Library.  You may recall that 
the idea to honor emeriti faculty came from the Senate and was embraced by then President Hencken.  
After a suitable location was identified, he asked the Senate to provide him with a recommendation 
regarding the criteria for a faculty member’s name to be included on the wall.  The Senate established an 
ad hoc committee which made recommendations to the full Senate.  The final set of recommendations 
was approved for forwarding to President Hencken on April 24, 2007.  The criteria approved follow: 
 
More than 15 years of service, Unit A or Unit B faculty or chairs, must have retired since 
2000 
 
The matter of having this linked to UPI status is the matter we wish reviewed.  There are individuals on 
campus who have been granted and retained faculty status (and performed some faculty duties) for the 
requisite number of years but may not have sufficient years as a Unit A member, Unit B member or a 
chair.  One or more of these individuals may be retiring soon.  Excluding them from this recognition 
does not seem right.  Upon retirement, they will be emeriti faculty (as that status is currently conferred) 
with the requisite number of years of service to Eastern. 
 
The second matter pertains to the conferral of emeriti status generally.  While our catalog lists faculty 
and notes those who have this designation, there is, in fact, no reference to emeriti status or any 
qualifying criteria in the Board Regulations or IGPs.  This is very unusual.  Emeriti status usually is 
conferred by an institution to those faculty members who achieve certain benchmarks.  For Eastern, 
emeriti status essentially means retired.  We would ask the Senate to consider studying this issue and 
making a recommendation as to appropriate criteria.  Perhaps a reasonable place to start would be to 
examine policies and practices at some “peer” institutions.  A possible outcome might be the 
development of a new IGP that spells out the criteria and process for granting such status. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of these requests. 
 
cc. W.L. Perry       
 



Academic Excellence
Ohio Valley Conference
Athletic Excellence
Community Excellence
Panther Club
Funding and Outlook
Facilities
MBA MBB MCC MFB MGO MSO MSW MTE MTI MTO
Austin Peay 938 966 930 897 971 NA NA 915 NA NA
EASTERN	ILLINOIS	 942 953 979 941 987 956 959 972 944 945
Eastern Kentucky 960 945 941 971 1000 NA NA 948 907 913
Jacksonville State 926 862 954 883 951 NA NA 957 NA NA
Morehead State 948 877 957 889 970 NA NA 935 971 964
Murray State 908 935 843 874 989 NA NA 988 NA NA
Samford (private) 961 970 978 963 983 NA NA 984 970 971
Southeast Missouri 904 906 990 905 NA NA NA NA 957 958
Tennessee - Martin 923 939 947 913 971 NA NA 962 NA NA
Tennessee State NA 907 921 920 881 NA NA 955 934 908
Tennessee Tech 928 964 967 941 993 NA NA 926 NA NA
Illinois State 957 929 967 944 979 NA NA 994 964 962
Northern Illinois 942 930 NA 930 969 951 NA NA NA NA
Southern Illinois 930 957 959 950 936 NA 963 963 889 889
Illinois - Chicago 929 922 898 NA NA 962 976 962 885 882
Western Illinois 929 874 982 926 986 952 934 971 983 985
Illinois - Champaign 976 989 951 930 968 NA NA 947 966 969
WBB WCC WGO WRU WSB WSO WSW WTE WTI WTO WVB
Austin Peay 903 935 965 NA 977 961 NA 964 889 887 988
EASTERN	ILLINOIS	 976 988 982 NA 982 991 982 941 975 972 979
Eastern Kentucky 948 966 987 NA 962 957 NA 964 954 959 964
Jacksonville State 927 935 980 NA 957 943 NA 953 921 922 984
Morehead State 991 985 NA NA 976 972 NA 944 983 983 968
Murray State 942 961 975 NA NA 973 NA 992 924 932 985
Samford (private) 945 1000 1000 NA 979 991 NA 980 994 994 972
Southeast Missouri 914 983 NA NA 955 965 NA 950 973 974 964
Tennessee - Martin 958 988 NA NA 968 942 NA 990 NA NA 959
Tennessee State 946 959 959 NA 935 NA NA 984 964 962 932
Tennessee Tech 982 990 978 NA 942 970 NA 971 975 975 990
Illinois State 988 984 985 NA 972 981 983 985 972 971 985
Northern Illinois 984 952 1000 NA 974 975 NA 972 941 941 974
Southern Illinois 953 985 993 NA 997 NA 969 984 969 964 969
Illinois - Chicago 969 903 NA NA 972 NA 985 977 965 965 980
Western Illinois 977 983 960 NA 968 940 971 949 975 985 985
Illinois - Champaign 959 993 1000 NA 974 982 981 986 982 982 975
ACADEMIC PROGRESS RATES
The Academic Progress Rate (also known as APR) is a metric established 
by the NCAA to measure the success of collegiate athletic teams in moving 
student-athletes towards graduation. 
Collegiate sports teams that fail to achieve an 
APR score of 925 may be penalized with the 
loss of scholarships. A perfect score is 1000.
All Eastern Illinois teams for the 2007-
08 academic year were above the 925 
benchmark.
Pictured are scholar-athletes 
and their favorite professors at 
the Scholar-Athlete Banquet 
held in Spring, 2008.
FALL 2007 / SPRING 2008
ATHLETIC TEAM GRADE POINT AVERAGES
FALL 2007
Women’s Golf 3.43
Men’s Golf 3.41
Men’s Tennis 3.34
Women’s Basketball 3.34
Women’s Swimming and Diving 3.26
Women’s Tennis 3.26
Women’s Soccer 3.25
Women’s Track and Field 3.20
Women’s Cross Country 3.16
Men’s Baseball 3.06
Women’s Rugby 3.04
Women’s Softball 3.02
Men’s Soccer 3.00
Men’s Swimming and Diving 2.98
Men’s Cross Country 2.96
Women’s Volleyball 2.90
Men’s Track and Field 2.89
Men’s Football 2.60
Men’s Basketball 2.59
Male Team Average 2.86 
Female Team Average  3.18
Athletic Team Average 2.98
Student-Athletes with 4.00 – 39
Student-Athletes with 3.51-3.99 – 72
Student-Athletes with 3.26-3.50 – 52
Student-Athletes with 3.00-3.25 – 73
SPRING 2008
Women’s Golf 3.59
Women’s Soccer 3.47
Women’s Cross Country 3.45
Women’s Basketball 3.42
Women’s Track and Field 3.37
Women’s Swimming and Diving 3.36
Women’s Tennis 3.32
Women’s Volleyball 3.28
Women’s Rugby 3.21
Women’s Softball 3.20
Men’s Golf 3.18
Men’s Soccer 3.12
Men’s Tennis 3.06
Men’s Swimming and Diving 2.94
Men’s Cross Country 2.92
Men’s Track and Field 2.90
Men’s Baseball 2.83
Men’s Football 2.63
Men’s Basketball 2.22
Male Team Average 2.83 
Female Team Average  3.36
Athletic Team Average 3.03
Student-Athletes with 4.00 – 43
Student-Athletes with 3.51-3.99 – 66
Student-Athletes with 3.26-3.50 – 43
Student-Athletes with 3.00-3.25 – 75
ACADEMIC ALL-AMERICANS 
Eastern Illinois University athletics has a long rich tradition of success 
both on the playing field and in the classroom.  Named below are EIU 
student-athletes who have been selected as Academic All-Americans by 
the College Sports Information Directors of America (CoSIDA).  To be 
eligible, a student-athlete must maintain a 3.2 cumulative GPA and be 
at a starter or key reserve.  Athletes must be a sophomore in academic 
standing at their school - first year students and first year transfers are 
not eligible.  Candidates are then voted on by CoSIDA members in their 
academic district to comprise the Academic All-District teams.  
2007 recipients are: Meghan Ryon, women’s soccer, Mike Lewis, 
men’s soccer and Daniel Strackeljahn, men’s track.
2007 GRADUATION RATE DATA FOR
OHIO VALLEY CONFERENCE AND ILLINOIS UNIVERSITIES
        All	 											Student-									Exhausted				 				Student-
	 	 	 Students	 Athletes	 Eligibility	 				Athletes
           (freshman class entering in 2000-01 academic year) (4 year average)
Austin Peay         32%  54% 94% 54%
Eastern Illinois     61%		 74%	 92%	 70%
Eastern Kentucky       35% 72% 93% 54%
Jacksonville State        35% 47% 92% 50%
Morehead State           43%  41% 94% 47%
Murray State       56% 65% 90% 63%
Samford 71% 71% 97% 66%
Southeast Missouri       50% 48% 85% 50%
Tennessee Martin       43% 45% 86% 44%
Tennessee State      37%  68% 69% 75%
Tennessee Tech        49% 49% 94% 53%
Illinois State       64% 70%    88% 69%
Northern Illinois      48% 65%    92% 65%
Southern Illinois 42% 50% 91% 62%
Illinois - Chicago 51% 59% 86% 62%
Western Illinois 56% 70% 93% 68%
Illinois - Champaign 82% 64% 90% 70%
 *data gathered on ncaa.org
JAKE BYRNE, 4.00 GPA, men’s basketball, is 
pictured with Interim Athletic Director Ken Baker 
as he receives the Ohio Valley Conference 
Scholar-Athlete Award. 
Awarded each fall (but based on the prior year’s 
achievements), the OVC Scholar-Athlete Award 
is the highest individual honor that can be earned 
by OVC student-athletes and it is given annually 
to three men and three women of junior or senior 
status who have accomplishments in both the 
classroom and athletic arena, as well as leadership 
qualities.
The winners are selected from a group of nomi-
nees by OVC Faculty Athletics Representatives. 
To be eligible, honorees must have at least a 3.25 
GPA and conduct themselves  in a manner which 
has brought credit to the student-athlete, his or her 
institution, intercollegiate athletics and the Ohio 
Valley Conference.
OVC SCHOLAR-ATHLETE
RECIPIENT, JAKE BYRNE,
MEN’S BASKETBALL
SIU Edwardsville
(Edwardsville, IL)
UT Martin
(Martin, TN)
Eastern Illinois student-athletes posted four of the highest team 
grade point averages for the previous school year as the Ohio 
Valley Conference announced its 2008 Commissioner’s Honor Roll 
and Team Academic Achievement Awards. 
The Panther men’s and women’s basketball teams along with men’s and women’s 
track teams posted the highest team GPA in their respective sport giving EIU a con-
ference best four team awards.
The OVC announced the 865 athletes were named to the OVC Commissioner’s 
Honor Roll, the second highest total in award history. To be listed, recipients must 
have achieved at least a 3.25 GPA and have been eligible and on the team through-
out the competitive season in their chosen NCAA-sponsored sport or sports. That 
number also included 51 student-athletes in non-sponsored OVC sports which 
included swimming and diving and women’s rugby for Eastern Illinois. 
A total of 151 EIU student-athletes earned OVC Commissioner’s 
Honor Roll mention. 
The OVC also recognized 116 student-athletes as OVC Medal of 
Honor winners. The Medal of Honor is given annually to the student-athlete who 
achieves the highest grade point average in a conference sponsored sport. This 
season all 116 student-athletes maintained a perfect 4.0 GPA for the year. 
Eastern Illinois Medal of Honor recipients included: Matt Moore and 
Brian Morrell from baseball; Jake Byrne from men’s basketball; Ashley Thomas 
from women’s basketball; Meghan Kennedy and Amy LeJeune from women’s cross 
country; Jordan Campanella and Alain Marcelin from football; Matthew Davis from 
men’s golf; Katie Imburgia from women’s golf; Kellie Floyd and Kaylin Lorbert from 
women’s soccer; Jeff Rutherford and Chris Thomas from men’s tennis; Angela Stoc-
zynski from women’s track and field. 
BASEBALL (2008) –  A trip to the second NCAA Regional in school history 
capped the 2008 baseball season as Eastern Illinois won the Ohio Valley Confer-
ence Tournament. Eastern competed in the 2008 NCAA Regional at Lincoln, NE.  
Junior Jordan Tokarz was named the OVC Tournament MVP while Brett Nom-
mensen was named to the NCAA All-Region team.  Nommensen was a first-team 
All-OVC selection after hitting .402.  Junior Brian Morrell earned second team 
Academic All-American honors.
MEN’S BASKETBALL (2007-08) – Eastern Illinois was riddled with injuries 
during the season forcing players to miss a combined 57 games due to injury.  EIU 
won 6 conference games including three of their final four in the OVC.  Guard Bob-
by Catchings became the 9th EIU player with 1,000 career points and 500 career 
rebounds.  Guard Julio Anthony ranked 6th in the NCAA in free throw percentage 
breaking the EIU single season free throw percentage record with 91.5 percent.  
Overall record 7-22, 6-14 in OVC.  Senior Jake Byrne was named one of six OVC 
Scholar-Athletes of the Year.
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL (2007-08) – After starting the season with an 0-7 
start, EIU rallied to finish in a three-way tie for second place in the OVC.  The Pan-
thers hosted Tennessee State in the OVC first round playoff game (a program first 
in the OVC).  They won that game and defeated No. 1 seed Southeast Missouri 
in the OVC semifinals.  EIU lost the championship game to Murray State.  EIU fin-
ished the year 19-13, 15-5 in the OVC.  Forward Rachel Galligan was a first-team 
All-OVC performer and guard Dominique Sims was named to the All-OVC new-
comer team.  Galligan also joined the 1,000 point club for her career.
MEN’S CROSS COUNTRY (2007) – EIU placed fifth at the OVC Champion-
ships as the Panthers fielded one of the youngest teams in program history.  The 
top five finishers for the Panthers at the conference championships were all 
first year runners (freshman or redshirt freshman).  The top finishers were Brad 
LaRocque in 15th and Ryan Hoklas in 16th.  The Panthers did climb into the Mid-
west Regional rankings at No. 14.
WOMEN’S CROSS COUNTRY (2007) – The Panthers placed fifth at the OVC 
Championships as they ran most of the season with the minimum number of run-
ners allowed to score points.  Erin O’Grady placed 15th for EIU at the champion-
ships followed in 18th place by freshman Caitlin Napoleoni.  The Panthers squad 
only contained one senior runner.
FOOTBALL (2007) – Eastern Illinois made its third straight NCAA FCS playoff ap-
pearance earning their second consecutive at-large berth.  EIU finished the season 
at 8-4 falling to Southern Illinois in the first round of the playoffs.  EIU was ranked 
No. 16 in the final FCS polls.  Junior Pierre Walters earned third team All-American 
honors while Drew Cairo-Gross, Anthony Rubican, Micah Rucker, Donald Thomas, 
Chaz Millard and Kevin Cook all earned honorable mention status.  Tim Kelly was 
named to the Academic All-Region team.  
MEN’S GOLF (2008) - The Panthers placed seventh at the OVC Championships 
with senior Mike Imburgia the top finisher in 13th place.  Sophomore Matt Bird 
placed 22nd at the championships giving the Panthers two Top 25 finishers.  Se-
nior Matt Imburgia had the top individual finish of the year with a 4th place showing 
at the Fighting Illini Spring Classic.
WOMEN’S GOLF (2008) – EIU finished in fourth place at the OVC Champion-
ships as junior Carrie Riordan earned first team All-OVC honors.  Riordan placed 
9th while teammates Amy Simons and Katie Imburgia both posted Top 25 results.  
Riordan had four Top 10 finishes on the season while Simons and Michelle Ander-
son also carded on Top 10 finish on the year.
RUGBY (2007) – Eastern Illinois rugby made history when the Panthers hosted 
West Chester (Pa.) in the first NCAA intercollegiate women’s rugby match.  EIU 
lost the hard fought match 20-19 to WCU but several Panthers had successful 
seasons.  Molly Clutter scored the first points in NCAA rugby history.  EIU finished 
the year with an 8-2 record.  Samantha Manto led the team in scoring.
MEN’S SOCCER (2007) – EIU men’s soccer capped one of its best seasons in 
recent years with a 12-6-3 record.  The Panthers fell in the Missouri Valley Confer-
ence semifinals to Bradley.  Mick Galeski and Brad Earl earned second team All-
Region honors while Adam Gartner was a third team All-Region selection.  Junior 
Mike Lewis was a third team Academic All-American.  The Panthers finished the 
season with a regional ranking of No. 7 in the NSCAA Midwest.
WOMEN’S SOCCER (2007) – Eastern Illinois finished the regular-season at 
8-11-1 with a 4-5-0 mark in the OVC.  EIU made the OVC playoffs for the 9th 
straight year falling in the first round.   Meghan Ryon was an Academic 
All-American selection while seniors Kathleen Hayes, Michelle Steinhaus and 
Kellie Floyd all earned All-Ohio Valley Conference honors.  Freshman Caitlyn 
Eisenhauer was named to the All-OVC Newcomer team.
SOFTBALL (2008) – The Panthers returned to the OVC Tournament after post-
ing a 12-9 conference record which was good enough for 4th place.  EIU finished 
the season 20-26 overall losing two games in the OVC Tournament.  EIU led the 
OVC in stolen bases with Megan Nelson and Sarah Coppert ranking in the Top 25 
nationally.  Coppert and Denee’ Menzione both earned second team All-OVC ac-
colades.
MEN’S & WOMEN’S SWIMMING (2008) – EIU said goodbye to long time 
coach Ray Padovan who completed his 42nd year as the Panthers head coach 
– the longest running tenure of any EIU head coach.  Padovan was named the 
Summit League Coach of the Year as EIU men finished fourth at the league cham-
pionships.  Five Panthers earned second team All-League honors – Joe Ethington, 
Matt Latham, Tim Mathieu, Elliott McGill and Thomas Showers.  EIU women fin-
ished fifth at the Summit League Championships with Laura Nilsen the top finisher 
with a third place in the 200-backstroke.
MEN’S TENNIS (2008) – The Panthers finished the season at 13-9 losing in the 
first round of the OVC Tournament as three players earned All-OVC honors.  Soph-
omore Jeff Rutherford was a first-team All-League honoree while Robert Stedman 
and Jordan Nestrud walked away with second team honors.  Rutherford was 13-8 
playing at No. 1 singles.
WOMEN’S TENNIS (2008) – Eastern Illinois was left out of the mix for the OVC 
Tournament despite a 13-7 overall record and 5-5 conference mark.  Natalie Martin 
earned first team All-OVC honors with a 16-3 record at No. 2 singles.  Senior San-
dra Sasidharan completed her career with 48 career singles victories coming at the 
No. 1 singles position as she helped EIU earn its first national ranking early in the 
2008 season.
MEN’S INDOOR TRACK (2008) – EIU finished second at the OVC Indoor 
Championships snapping an eight year hold on the conference title.  The Panthers 
had first-team All-OVC performances by Obe Eruteya, David Holm, Joe Noonan 
and the 4x400 relay team.  EIU’s 4x800 relay team of Justin Helpingstine, Kevin 
Adamowski, Chad Aubin and Nic Kuczwara set the freshman school record for the 
event.
WOMEN’S INDOOR TRACK (2008) – The Panthers were runner-up at the OVC 
Indoor Championships despite Kandace Arnold and Jenna Uhe setting school re-
cords in the weight throw and triple jump.  Both earned first-team All-OVC honors.
MEN’S OUTDOOR TRACK (2008) – Eastern Illinois was second at the OVC 
Outdoor Championships as three athletes won individual championships to ad-
vance to the NCAA Mideast Regional.  Senior Obe Eruteya advanced in the triple 
jump while sophomore Tyler Arnholt was a discus competitor and sophomore Dor-
rian White competed in the pole vault.
WOMEN’S OUTDOOR TRACK (2008) – Eastern Illinois placed third at the OVC 
Outdoor Championships and had several top individual efforts.  Kandace Arnold, 
Chandra Golden and Jenna Uhe all won individual OVC titles and earned trips to 
the NCAA Mideast Regional.  Arnold and Golden both set school records in the 
discus and 100 hurdles, respectively.
VOLLEYBALL (2007) – After a solid start to the season EIU slipped to finish 12-
17 overall, 5-15 in the OVC.  EIU was awarded the OVC Sportsmanship Award for 
volleyball and freshman Alex Zwettler was named to the All-OVC Newcomer team.  
The Panthers did win their own EIU Pepsi Challenge with wins over Memphis, 
Indiana State and Loyola-Chicago.  Senior Maren Crabtree finished second on the 
EIU career assist list.
  
Female Athlete of the Year – Sandra Sasidharan (Tennis)
Male Scholar Athlete of the Year – Jake Byrne (Basketball)
Extend-A-Paw Award – Micah Rucker (Football) 
Male Athlete of the Year – Donald Thomas (Football)
Female Scholar Athlete of the Year – Meghan Ryon (Soccer), not pictured
EIU SENIOR AWARDS (Year 1) – Eastern Illinois athletics handed out its first 
senior athlete award with the following athletes being recognized at a senior BBQ.  
BASEBALL
 • “Coles County Habitat for Humanity” - The team assisted in 
    landscaping newly built homes in the area.
 • “Ice Cream Social”  - Players served ice cream to elementary
    students at Carl Sandburg Elementary.
 • “Project Read” - Team members read to Carl Sandburg Elementary
     first grade students.
MEN’S BASKETBALL
 • “Nothing But Nets” at Wesley United Methodist Church
    Held a clinic for elementary students while raising money for nets to
    be sent to Africa.
 • “Shop With a Cop” raised $1500.00 to purchase Christmas gifts
    for underprivileged youth in the community.
 • “Career Day” at Charleston Middle School -  Players and coaches
    spoke during assembly.
 • “Drug Awareness” at Teutopolis Middle / Jr. High School -
    Players and coaches spoke during Drug Awareness Week.
 • “Junior Panthers” included four clinics for elementary school boys.
    The clinics hosted 215 participants.
 • “Education is Important” was stressed at Greenup Jr. High School
    by players and coaches at assembly.
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
 • “Santa Breakfast” - Athletes served pancakes and sausage to
    families at Mark Twain School.
 • “My Favorite Book” - Team members read their favorite books
    to Carl Sandburg Elementary children.
MEN’S & WOMEN’S CROSS COUNTRY
 • “Project Clean-Up” - Several trails were 
    cleared of trash and debris in Charleston.
 • “Special Olympics” - Many volunteered to
    help the staff and participants.
Panther student-athletes volunteer their time as individuals and as a team 
to support local community service projects.  
FOOTBALL
 • “Santa Breakfast” - Athletes helped out in the kitchen, preparing
    pancakes and sausage for local families.
 • “Healthy Kids Camp” - Players stressed the importance of
    physical fitness to youth at the Mattoon YMCA.
 • “A Student’s Life” - Time management, listening, and the value
    of doing homework was expressed to Jr. High students at
   Charleston Middle School.
MEN’S & WOMEN’S GOLF
 • “Project Read” - Participants read to Carl Sandburg Elementary
     students.
 • “Special Olympics” - Many volunteered to help the staff and 
     participants.
 • “Junior Golf Clinic” - Basic golf instruction was given at the
    Mattoon Dirving Range.
MEN’S SOCCER
 • “Soccer Academy” - Weekly clinic educating youth, ages PK-second  
    grade on soccer basics in the Charleston Soccer League.
 • “Soccer Clinic” - Team youth clinic held prior to fall match.
 • “Chili Supper” - Athletes served up chili at Jefferson Elementary.
 • “Market Day” - Unloaded trucks for parents/students at 
    Charleston area schools.
 • “Project Read” - Team members read to Carl Sandburg Elementary
     students.
WOMEN’S SOCCER
 • “Santa Gift Shop” - Team wrapped presents for children during the
    Santa Breakfast held at Carl Sandburg and Mark Twain schools.
 • “Soccer Jamboree” - Youth clinic at Sister
    City Park.
 • “Breast Cancer Awareness Day” and
    “5K run/walk - Team participated in these
     fundraising events to support the cure.
 • “Tag Day” - Volunteered at WalMart in
    support of Cancer research.
SOFTBALL
 • “Strike Out Cancer” - Team fundraising event for Breast
    Cancer Awareness.
 • “Project Read” - Team members read to Carl Sandburg Elementary
    students.
MEN’S & WOMEN’S SWIMMING
 • “Paint the Pool Pink” - Team fundraising event for Breast
     Cancer Awareness.
MEN’S & WOMEN’S TRACK
 • “Project Read” - Team members read to Carl Sandburg Elementary
    students.
VOLLEYBALL
 • “Dig For A Cure” - Team fundraising event for Breast
    Cancer Awareness.
 • “Big Brothers/Big Sisters” - Players volunteering to be a big brother
    or big sister to local youth (continuing project).
 • “Youth Clinic” - Team clinic held for area youth.
MARKETING & PROMOTIONS
 • “CASA Family Fun Day” -  Teaming with CASA, (Court Appointed
    Special Advocates for Children), the marketing staff promoted a 
    football pre-game event with reduced event pricing, food, and
    free prizes.  This event received national recognition from NACMA,
    the National Association of Collegiate Marketing Administrators.
2008 SUMMER CAMPS
More than 1245 young people partici-
pated in summer camps sponsored by 
Intercollegiate Athletics on the campus 
of EIU.  Participating sports including 
coaches and staff are: baseball, men’s 
and women’s basketball, men’s and 
women’s cross country, football, men’s 
and women’s soccer, softball, men’s and 
women’s tennis, men’s and women’s 
track and volleyball.
The Panther Club created in 1981, is the fundraising entity for Intercollegiate 
Athletics at Eastern Illinois University.  The Club is a non-profit organization whose 
primary mission is to raise money for scholarships for EIU student-athletes.  For 
the calendar year 2008, more than 1400 donors made gifts of cash, stock, trade, 
property, etc. to the Panther Club.  In addition, each year the Panther Club spon-
sors numerous fundraising and outreach events across the state and region.  For 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 2008, the Panther Club generated cash gifts total-
ing in excess of $400,000. Combining cash and other gifts the total support  for 
intercollegiate athletics exceeded one million dollars.
PANTHER CLUB GOLF OUTINGS
In 2008, the Panther Club sponsored and organized 9 golf outings with gross 
revenues totaling over $111,000 and reaching more than 770 participants.  Outings 
were held throughout the State of Illinois.  These golf tournaments were a great 
opportunity for University coaches, staff and student-athletes to enjoy the day with 
some of our best supporters in their hometowns.
PANTHER CLUB SPRING FLING
On April 26, the Panther Club held its 11th annual Spring Fling in Charleston, 
Illinois.  The Spring Fling had a sellout crowd of over 350, while setting another 
record total of $56,000 in support of EIU student athletes.  
PANTHER CLUB MEMBERSHIPS
The 2008 giving year was a very successful one for the Panther Club, as it saw 
an increase from the previous year in total support.  The 1500 annual membership 
goal of the Panther Club for 2009 is attainable through the tremendous support of 
numerous diehard Eastern Illinois University fans and friends alike.
CORPORATE SPONSORSHIPS
Since 2000, our corporate sponsorships have increased from an annual revenue of 
$33,000 to over $220,000 for the 2007-08 fiscal year.  Our corporate partners are 
an ever growing opportunity for revenue enhancements.  
Bolingbrook	Golf	Outing
2008	Spring	Fling
Eastern Illinois University seeks to build on a proud tradition and grow 
our Intercollegiate Athletic program.  Managing our fiscal responsibili-
ties using sound business principles is a priority.  The development of 
our Strategic Plan is being created to support this goal by placing a 
focus on several key areas:
• Budget Growth
• Facilities (upgrades, new additions and improvements)
• Competitive Excellence
• Academic Success
• Student Athlete Welfare
• Gender Equity/Ethnic Diversity
Fiscal Management will be a point of emphasis for the near future and 
beyond.  
With the cooperative efforts of all of our athletic department personnel 
we will commit to operating effectively and efficiently, with strong fiscal 
controls and achieving “clean” audits.
In the future it is our desire to provide a more detailed accounting of 
year end reports.  
Examples of Revenue/Income Sources        
Grant in Aid / TSA   
Student Athletic Fees    
University Budget Allocations  
NCAA Distributions   
Guarantee Income (FB/MBB)   
Marketing/Collegiate Licensing 
Special Events   
Panther Club Distribution  
Football/Basketball Income  
Concession/Program Sales  
NEWLY RENOVATED
O’BRIEN STADIUM
FOOTBALL
LOCKER ROOM
LANTZ ARENA BASKETBALL COURT









